Friday

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome
It has been great to welcome back all students this week. We
have continued where we began in July with our Year 7’s who
will be our class of 2023! They look the part in their smart
uniforms, ready to learn.
I have just held our first whole school assembly of the year
and all year groups were impeccable in the way they entered,
listened and supported the two students who played the
piano. Our Year 11 Leadership Group sat along the front
setting the tone and are indeed great ambassadors of the
school. Today we discussed the stickers that students will be
adding to the front of every subject book with their GCSE
grades – there is the minimum grade, a good grade and an
exceptional grade, and we discussed the importance of
aiming for beyond the minimum.
Our exam results have led to our largest ever cohort of
students joining the Sixth Form – with us reaching 100 for the
first time.
It can be a challenge for parents and carers to remember all
the systems we run in school. The MILK homework app is an
app which all parents and carers should have to help them
stay in touch with announcements and homework. For
information such as how to rent a locker, how to pay for lunch
or trips on parent pay, understanding yellow box marking and
how you can support your child’s learning, you can find
everything you need on our website and in our new updated
Parent Guide found here, with all the links you need to key
guidance to support your child at the school. If you would like
a paper version of this guide, please ask at reception.
Driving onto site – a reminder
There is no capacity for parents to drive onto site, or to park
on site at the start and end of the day as the route must be
accessible to emergency services at all times. Please
organise with your child where you will collect them away
from the school site. No pick-up is available outside main
reception at 3.00 p.m. If you feel your child is unable to walk
to a meeting point away from the school, please speak to our
Business Manager, Mrs Jones jones.j@mmat.co.uk to
discuss how we may meet their needs.
Reading School
Reading school has made a huge difference to the reading
scores of students last year. Please ensure your child has a
fiction reading book every day in school, at the right level in
order to develop their literacy skills. If you would like support
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to ensure your child is reading the correct book please
contact your child’s English teacher who can help.
Equipment checks
Students will soon be having an equipment check in tutor
time, please ensure they are fully equipped with pens,
pencils, a ruler, a rubber, a protractor, compass and a
scientific calculator. This check will remove time wasted in
lessons when these essentials are missing.
Mrs A Pearson, Associate Headteacher

Exam Results
Once again, the Marches School are celebrating a 100
percent pass rate for their A Level Sixth Form students.
Finley Hudson achieved 4 A* grades at A Level, securing a
highly competitive place at the Dyson Institute of Engineering
and Technology. Lord Dyson wrote to us and explained that
Finley had been chosen due to his “passion, intellect and
tenacity”.

Sam West, George Garratt and Tom Evans matched Finley’s
grades by achieving straight A*s and will follow a traditional
route by attending the country’s top universities, and studying
English Literature, Medicine and Chemistry.
A week later, Marches students
celebrated success in the new,
more challenging GCSE
examinations.
Top grades were at a high level,
resulting in a record number of
students being offered places in
Sixth Form.
Of the students who chose to take separate Sciences, in
Biology, Chemistry and Physics, 100 percent of students
achieved a pass. In addition, student performance in the
academic English Baccalaureate is again strong. We are also
delighted to continue to close the gap on grades between
disadvantaged students and other students.

Morocco Trip

Open Evening
The Marches School Open
Evening takes place on
Thursday 20th September.

Staff and students had a successful and enjoyable trip to
various parts of Morocco during the first two weeks of the
summer holidays.
They travelled to Marrakech, before trekking to Jebel Toubkal
which is the highest peak in North Africa, then travelling to
Aroumd, exploring Essaouira before travelling back to
Marrakech.

The evening is aimed at Year 5
and 6 pupils, who are seeking
September 2019 or 2020 entry,
but all are welcome to attend.
The evening will answer any
questions parents and carers
have on transition and uniform,
as well as having a tour around
the site and seeing individual
departments and teachers.

Trips
We pride ourselves on the amazing opportunities our
students are offered to travel abroad to experience new
cultures, broaden their horizons and raise aspirations.
As well as the highly anticipated New York trip for Year 11
during October half-term, the Spanish exchange during
February half-term and the ski trip to Austria also during
February half-term, the following trips have also been
approved and are set to be launched in the next few weeks:
 London Christmas experience – a short overnight
trip for students see the sights of London and get
some Christmas shopping done.
 A German trip – aimed at Years 9 to 12 students
with an interest in History and German language and
culture.
 A Spanish Trip – the classical tour of Andalucía at
Easter, staying in Benalmádena and visiting world
heritage sites such as the Alhambra palace in
Granada and La Mezquita in Córdoba. This trip is
aimed at students of Spanish in Years 8, 9 and 10.
 Auschwitz Trip – a trip giving students the
opportunity to experience a fascinating and solemn
visit to one of the most significant sites of the
Holocaust.
 In May half term, we are hoping to take as many of
the Year 7’s who wish to take part to the Opal Coast
in Northern France for four days and three nights.
 There is also a trip planned to the Battlefields of
Northern France for historians.
We have also been successful in our application for
ERASMUS+ funding to work on a two-year project with a
group of schools from Norway, Sweden, Belgium, Holland
and Spain. It means we will be able to offer students the
chance to visit these countries for a five-day, four-night visit
over the next two years, completely free of charge!
Finally, following the success of this summer’s expedition to
Morocco, we will soon be deciding upon the destination for
our next expedition in 2020.
For further information about any of these trips, please do
email Emma Swindley, our Enrichment Officer,
swindley.e@mmat.co.uk
Mr Brookes, Associate Assistant Headteacher

Bonington – 211

Mallory – 253

Universal Credit
The local authority has asked us to pass on this information in
regards to Universal Credit.

Term Dates
Autumn Term 2018
Tuesday 4th September to Friday 21st December
Half term: Monday 29th October to Friday 2nd November
PD Day: Friday 26th October
Spring Term 2019
Monday 7th January to Friday 12th April
Half term: Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February
PD Days: Friday 15th February, Monday 25th February
Summer Term 2019
Monday 29th April to Friday 19th July
Half term: Monday 27th to Friday 31st May
PD Day: Monday 22nd July
Term dates for the academic year 2019 – 2020 can be found
online here.
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