
What will you be learning in GCSE Geography?

11
YEAR

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Keep a track of your progress here:

Tectonic Hazards Weather Hazards

Economic Futures of 
the UK  (Liverpool)

10

Paper 1: Living with the 
physical environment

(1 hour 30, 35% of final 
grade)

Paper 2: Challenges in the 
human environment

(1 hour 30, 35% of final 
grade)

Paper 3 Geographical 
applications and skills

(1 hour 15, 15% of final 
grade)

Section A: The challenge of 
natural hazards Tectonic hazards, 
weather hazards and climate 
change
Section B: The living world  
Ecosystems, tropical rainforests 
and hot deserts
Section C: Physical landscapes in 
the UK Rivers and coasts

Section A: Urban issues and 
challenges Impacts of urbanisation 
in UK and around the world
Section B: The changing economic 
world Global development, 
economic future of the UK
Section C: The challenge of 
resource management 
Changing demand for food, water 
and energy

Section A: Issue evaluation 
Questions based on a pre-
release booklet
Section B: Fieldwork 
Questions based on seen and 
unseen fieldwork

 

What is plate 
tectonics 
theory?

How do the effects of 
natural hazards vary 
around the world?

Why do people 
love in 

tectonically 
active areas?

What is a natural 
hazard?

How can 
the effects 
of natural 

hazards be 
reduced?

How does global 
atmospheric 

circulation affect 
the climate and 
characteristics of 

places?

What effects can 
tropical storms 

have?

YEAR

What social & 
economic 

opportunities are 
there in 

Liverpool?

How is the UK 
linked to the 
wider world?

How 
successful 

have 
urban 

regenerati
on 

projects 
be? 

How can 
urban living 

be more 
sustainable?

End of 
topic Test

What are the 
causes of 
economic 

change in the 
UK?

What are the 
impacts of 

economic change 
in the UK?

What is the 
north south 

divide?

To what extent 
has Liverpool 

been 
regenerated?

End of 
topic 
Test

What is an 
ecosystem?

How does the 
nutrient cycle 

work?

How  are 
global 

ecosystems 
distributed?

What are the 
characteristics of Epping 

Forest’s food web?

How are 
plants 
and 

animals 
adapted? Why are 

rainforests 
important?

What are the 
causes and effects 
of deforestation?

How can 
deforestation 
be managed?

Tropical Rainforests

End of topic 
test

Hot Deserts
What are the 

characteristics of 
a hot desert?

How can 
animals and 

plants adapt in 
hot deserts?

What development opportunities 
are there in the desert?

What are the 
challenges to 

development in 
the desert? What is 

desertification?

How do 
people make 

desertification 
worse?

How  successfully can 
desertification be managed?

End of 
topic Test

How can we 
manage the 
impacts of 

tectonic hazards?

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Section_C_The_living_world_1_1_3


What will you be learning in GCSE Geography?

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Keep a track of your progress here:

Coasts

11

Paper 1: Living with the 
physical environment

(1 hour 30, 35% of final 
grade)

Paper 2: Challenges in the 
human environment

(1 hour 30, 35% of final 
grade)

Paper 3 Geographical 
applications and skills

(1 hour 15, 15% of final 
grade)

Section A: The challenge of 
natural hazards Tectonic hazards, 
weather hazards and climate 
change
Section B: The living world  
Ecosystems, tropical rainforests 
and hot deserts
Section C: Physical landscapes in 
the UK Rivers and coasts

Section A: Urban issues and 
challenges Impacts of urbanisation 
in UK and around the world
Section B: The changing economic 
world Global development, 
economic future of the UK
Section C: The challenge of 
resource management 
Changing demand for food, water 
and energy

Section A: Issue evaluation 
Questions based on a pre-
release booklet
Section B: Fieldwork 
Questions based on seen and 
unseen fieldwork

 

YEAR

What fieldwork methods  can be used 
to investigate how a river changes 

with distance downstream?

How effectively can I apply 
and demonstrate my 

geographical understanding?

Which processes 
help to create 

coastal 
landforms?

What is the 
Dorset coast 

like?

How can coastlines 
be protected?

Pre-release & Revision

Year 11 
Autumn 

Mock Exam 

End of topic Test

Urban Issues & 
Challenges (Lagos)

Why is the number of 
people living in urban 

areas growing?

Why are 
people 

moving to 
Lagos?

How can urban 
planning 

improve quality 
of life?

What 
opportunities and 

challenges are 
there in Lagos?

Rivers and Flooding (fieldwork)

How do rivers 
change as 
they flow 

downstream?

How do physical and 
human factors affect 

the risk of floods?

What strategies 
can be used to 
reduce the risk 
from floods?

Economic Futures of the UK

What social & 
economic 

opportunities are 
there in Liverpool?

How is the UK 
linked to the 
wider world?

How successful 
have urban 

regeneration 
projects be? 

How can 
urban living 

be more 
sustainable?

What are the 
causes of 

economic change 
in the UK?

What are the 
impacts of 

economic change 
in the UK?

What is the 
north south 

divide?

To what extent 
has Liverpool 

been 
regenerated?

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#id-Section_C_The_living_world_1_1_3
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