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Year 8 — Music - Learning Journey

Name:

Class:

Teacher:

My Year 8 Learning

__ Unit 6b: .

> Compostion é §;
s

. A Uni
’ ) Music -

e
Composition

Unit 4a: The Blues -
Performance

\

Unit 4b: The Blues -, -
g%, %
2

Journey

it 6a: Indian

Performance

Progress Indicators:

Working Towards - WT
(Yellow)

Expected Standard - ES
(Green)

Greater Depth - GD
(Blue)




Music
Curriculum
overview — Key
Stage 3

Key Stage — Music

Intent

Implementation

Impact

The KS3 Music Curriculum builds
students’ fundamental
musicianship skills through the
study of the Elements of Music. The
main intentis to develop a love of
Music through building
performance confidence, analysis
of awide range of genres and
contexts, and developing
composition skills. This prepares
students for GCSE & A-Level.

The KS3 Music Curriculum is
delivered through a spiral approach
where skills are revisited and
extended each year. Students will
follow a structured program of one
topic perterm where they will
explore the Elements of Music, solo
and ensemble performance tasks,
genre-based projects, and guided
composition activities. Lessons
include interleaving and retrieval
practice to reinforce knowledge.
Students work individually and
collaboratively through ensemble
work to develop resilience,
creativity and confidence.

Students will have develop key skills
of performance, composition and
analysis across a wide range of
genres and styles. They will be
skilled performers ontheir
instrument with ensemble skills, an
understanding of cultural capital
and music’s impact on audiences.
They will be able to apply these
skills by taking part in ensembles
within and beyond school, including
orchestra, band, senior choir and
school productions. Students will
also be able to produce effective
compositions using their gained
knowledge of the Elements of Music
and devices. Pupils will be able to
use their skills to explore their
creativity and recognise their
personal strengths as musicians.

Assessment

Teachers will use ongoing formative feedback to support understanding through the topics. Teachers will use criteria and formative
assessmentto check progress against the expected progress statements as outlined on the progress pages. Each unitincludes
regular opportunities for performance and feedback to support studentimprovement and skill development. At the end of each unit,
students complete a summative performance assessment, which is also supported by teacher feedback to guide future progress

and preparation for GCSE.




Year 8 Music Progress Pages — Autumn Term — The Blues

The Blues — Performance

Lesson 7: | can perform my Blues piece
fluently and accurately.

Lesson 6: | can improvise using the Blues scale
and | can rehearse, refine and reflect on my
performance.

Lesson 5: | can put both chords and bass line -,

together using syncopation and can identify the
blues scale.

1

Lesson 4: | can identify the features of a Blues
bass line and play it with the left hand on the
P keyboard.

Lesson 3 : | can refine the 12 bar blues
and play triad chords with the correct
technique.

Lesson 2: | can identify the 12 bar
blues and play the progression on the
keyboard.

i

Lesson 1: | can identify the origins of Blues
music and sing traditional Blues songs.

SOW 4a: The Blues Performance

This scheme will develop your knowledge of the Blues and it’s conventions through
performing improvisations on the Blues scale, walking bass and 12 bar blues chord
progression. You will learn various keyboard and per formance techniques as well as
reading notation. You will also develop key ensemble/solo performance skills and
listening/ appraising skills.

Progress Point One:

WT ES

1.1 can play fluently

2. | can play accurately

3. | can play with appropriate tempo

4.1 can play the accompaniment with my left hand

S. | can play the melody with my right hand

Greater Depth GD ‘Whatdo | )

6. | can use appropriate instrumental technique {‘:EU todo

7. | can use expression e.g. dynamics progress?

8. | can use extensions e.g two hands \‘ &
Final Assessment Grade: D

Reflection on this Scheme of Work:
What went well and what could you improve?

1. Fluency

2. Accurately

3. Tempo

4. Left Hand Accompaniment
5. Right Hand Melody

6. Technique

7. Expression e.g. Dynamics
8. Extensions




Musical Elements Knowledge Organiser

Definition Terminology - Powerful Knowledge
Dynamics The volume of music (piano - Dynamics Pianissimo, Piano, mezzo piano 1{;,, ",'5
forte 4|62 | | Mezzo forte, forte, fortissimo ¥ cresc. <
) —L Nid dim.—
Rhythm Note values & rests (crotchets, Rhyt o ] Iy ) M J—. JJ
quavers) 34 i M L . o, e \“j«\}\/\ = pp
Metre Beats in a bar BUE Simple owetm | weree  gaingenoe COMPOUNC e T Quadruple Time
(4/4-6/8) @ Time 2, 3.,, 4., Time §1.%,
Tempo The speed of music (allegro) Slowly Adagio Leisurely Allegro
'1, | 45 ﬂ:« tately Andante AL a;;?éking Vivace Lively
Tonality The key & scales of a piece (C Major, minor, blues, by i “
£ 5 || pentatonic ﬁo_«_o%

minor, blues)

Structure Organisation of musical material
(intro, chorus)

Ternary ABA, binary AB, vese_[cwonus| verse |corus | sac [cHonu
Rondo ABACA, Strophic AAA Al|lB|A|B|C|6B
Verse chorus, AABA, 12 bar blues

Melody The main tune/part in a piece

Instrumentation Instrument families &
instruments

Texture Instrument layers/ melodies &

Ascending, descending, conjunct (steps),
. . 0 P
disjunct (leaps), scalic @Tfl—‘,—.&jflrrrjf;j—[— ISE=E TTJ*'

Twinkle, twinkle, lit-tle star,  how I won.der what you are!

Strings, Brass, Woodwind, Percussion <
violin, cello, trumpet, French horn,
Flute, clarinet, glockenspiel, snare drum

accompaniments

Monophonic Homophonic Polyphonic Heterophonic

Harmony Notes that work together Harmony
(chords) =
=

o

Chords, primary, secondary, major, minor g%g €
diatonic, triad, tonic, subdominant, -
dominant, | -IV-V




KS3: Performance — Knowledge Organiser

Fluency Smooth and
flowing playing
without
hesitation.

Key term Definition Powerful Knowledge Ic E
l !
F A

Accuracy Playing the
correct notes,
rhythms.

Minim 2

Tempo The appropriate
speed.

Crotchet 1

Expression Character

through Questions to Ask Yourself: J

dynamics, « Did | maintain a consistent tempo?

articulation, and | « \Were all notes and rhythms accurate? Quaver Yo
Phrasing. « What technical challenges did | face? p

*  What will | focus on in my next practice?

* Did | convey the mood or emotion of the piece?

Technique Hand position

and .
coordination. Top Tips for Performers plano =_p

 Warm up before every session.
« Set goals for each practice session.
« Perform regularly to build confidence.

» Reflect on feedback and use it to improve. forte o f

QR Code/link to revision website
How to perform music - BBC
Bitesize




Year 8 - Blues Performance Knowledge Organiser

Key term

12 bar blues

Definition

Chord sequence
developed in the
Blues

Image

Powerful knowledge

¢ Major |
12 bar blues ‘
1 2 a 4 ."\ o
C C C
F F c T Majer
G "\ F 1" c 1z

Triad chord that has 3 ,
notes l I l
c S | ¢
® O |
Tonic Chord 1 {}
009
tov?®
Sub-dominant Chord 4 {1V} ‘
é 0
vfe'ﬂfdlri}JL__
Dominant Chord 5 (V)

QR Code/link to revision website

Musical journeys: Jazz and blues music - BBC Bitesize

1 4 45

})iiillﬁ) ::JZE’ J Minim 2
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Year 8 Music Progress Pages — Spring Term — Rock & Pop

Yr8 Unit 5a

Rock and Pop Music

Assessment: Rock and Pop Duet Ensemble
performance.

Lesson 7: | can perform my Rock or Pop song
as part of a duet ensemble, fluently and
accurately.

Lesson 6: | can rehearse, refine and reflect on
my group performance ready for my
assessment next lesson.

Lesson 5: | can identify and perform 90’s
music elements on the keyboard.

Lesson 4: | can identify and perform 80’s
music elements such as synth riffs.

X

Lesson 3 : | can identify and perform 70’s
music elements such as audio effects,
and power chords.

\

Lesson 2: | can identify and perform
60’s music elements such as a guitar
riffs.

t

Lesson 1: | can identify elements of 50’s
music through listening and performing.

S50W 5a: Rock and Pop Performance

This scheme will develop your knowledge of the development of Rock and Pop from the
1960s to the 1990s. Each week you will explore key characteristics of each era and
create your own version of a key song from the decade. This will develop your keyboard
and ensemble skills. Each week you will learn to play a new part on the keyboard and
choose one to rehearse and refine for your final per formance. You will also develop key
ensemble/solo performance skills and listening/appraising skills.

Progress Point One:

WT ES
1. 1 can play fluently
2. | can play accurately
3. I can play with appropriate tempo
4.1 can play the accompaniment with my left hand
5. 1 can play the melody with my right hand
Greater Depth GD Whatdo|
6.1 can use appropriate instrumental technique :’:cd to do
7.1 can use expression e.g. dynamics progress?

8.1 can use extensions e.g two hands &

Final Assessment Grade: I_

5

Reflection on this Scheme of Work:
What went well and what could you improve?

1. Fluency

2. Accurately

3. Tempo

4. Left Hand Accompaniment
5. Right Hand Melody

6. Technique

7. Expression e.g. Dynamics
8. Extensions




Year 8 Rock and Pop Performance

Definition

Riff A repeated pattern.
Hook The 'catchy' part of the
son.

Conjunct Moving by step.

Powerful Knowledge

Homophonic

The layers of melody
and chords.

Syllabic

Each syllable has a
note/sound of its own.

OVERVIEW OF M

QR Code/link to revision website
Rock - P | . les - Nati L5
Music Revision - BBC Bitesi

Minim 2

Crotchet

)
D Quaver

1

Y2

USIC



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9

Year 8 Music Progress Pages — Summer Term — Indian Music

Yr8 Unit 6a

Indian Music

G

Assessment: Indian performance.

Lesson 7: | can perform my Indian piece to the
class fluently and accurately. | can reflect on
my own and peer assess performances.

Lesson 6: | can rehearse and refine my Gat
melody to create a Jhalla and finish my piece
with a Ti Hai.

i
Lesson 5: | can create an improvised gat
melody and perform the Alap, Jor and Gat
as aclass.

!

Lesson 4: | can play the Gat melody on the
keyboard.

Lesson 3 : | can create an Alap & Jor
section by improvising on the rag scale.

\

Lesson 2: | can create a drone to a
table rhythm and improvise using a

t

Lesson 1: | can the origins of Indian music
and how it is constructed. 11

SOW 6a: Indian Music Performance

This scheme will develop develop an awareness of the cultural and historical background
of Indian Music and explore key features includingRaga, Tal, Drone, as well as
improvisation and traditional instruments. You will als o develop key ensemble/solo

per formance skills and listening/appraising skills.

Progress Point One:

WT ES
1.1 can play fluently
2. | can play accurately
3.1 can play with appropriate tempo
4. can play the accompaniment with my left hand
5. | can play the melody with my right hand
Greater Depth GD (Whatdo | |
6. | can use appropriate instrumental technique {‘:ed todo
7.1 can use expression e.g. dynamics progress?
8. | can use extensions e.g two hands \
|~
Final Assessment Grade: D

Reflection on this Scheme of Work:
What went well and what could you improve?

1. Fluency

2. Accurately

3. Tempo

4, Left Hand Accompaniment
5. Right Hand Melody

6. Technique

7. Expression e.g. Dynamics
8. Extensions

14




Year 8 - Indian Performance Knowledge Organiser

Key term Definition Powerful Knowledge

Raga The notes of an Indian
scale. P= ©
(@) s
, SR | B D
Drone A long continues note
in the bass.
Tabla A pair of Indian drums.
Tanpura An Indian stringed
instrument that plays
the drone.
Sitar An Indian stringed _—
instrument. J T 5

Crotchet 1

QR Code/link to revision website J
Indian music - World music - National 5

Music Revision - BBC Bitesize ﬁ S, 7 F A forte =f




Year 8 Music Progress Pages— Autumn, Spring & Summer Term — Composition

SOW 4b: Blues Composition

Yr8 Unit 4b
Blues Composition

This scheme will develop your composition and notation skills through learning about the
Blues. You will learn various compositional techniques using the Blues scale, 12 bar blues,
bassriffs and improvisations as well as write to read simple notation.

Progress Point One:

Lesson 7: | can reflect on my own work WT ES
and peer assess compositions using the -
success criteria. 1. | can set up a score

2.1 can input rhythms

3.1 caninput pitches

4.1 can compose a melody

5.1 can compose an accompaniment

GD

Yo
Greater Depth Whatdo |
e e e e e ] 6. | can input expressive markings such as dynamics :’oeed et
1 7.1 can use compositional devices progress?
Lesson 5: | can develop my accompaniment 8.] can creatively extend my composition using the elements <
add improvisations using the blues scale. b
Final Assessment Grade: [:

1

Lesson 4: | can input my Blues melody into
Sibelius.

Reflection on this Scheme of Work:
What went well and what could you improve?

x * 1. Fluency

Lesson 3: | can write a Blues melody
using the blues scale and lyrics. 2 ACCU fatew
3. Tempo

————— 4. Left Hand Accompaniment
\ 5. Right Hand Melody

Lesson 2: | can compose the 12 Bar
Blues in Sibelius. 6. Techniq ue
7. Expression e.g. Dynamics

8. Extensions

t

Lesson 1: | can compose a Blues bass line

in Sibelius.




Year 8 - Blues Composition Knowledge Organiser

Key term Definition Powerful knowledge Composition Skills
Note Values Expected standard

Improvisation | Unprepared melody — O | can setup a score

(made up the spot

using a scale) O Q Icaninput rhythms

Semibreve = 4 beats
J J U I caninput pitches
: St - haats O | can compose a melody

Blues scale 6 note scale using S ik

flattened 319, 5th, J J J J U | can compose an accompaniment

L) i

LOfehe e Greater Depth
© € © &
J\J\ .h.h D D U I can input expressive markings such as

Flat note Lower a note by a Quaver = 1/2 beat dynamlcs

Semiquaver = 1/4 beat . -
e U | can creatively extend my composition
using the elements

Bass line Lowest pitched S'tructlfre: 12, bar b‘lues Triad chord

part of a piece o c c c c . . -
C Major  F Major G Major
(s S = - g
E F c c
Pentatonic 5 note scale | | g g
[ > 10 e =
AI! ¢ . ¢ € § Subdominant Dominant
C A |

Tonic

semitone (one key AN ) pppBppp U Ican use compositional devices
tothe[eft) ﬁ adﬁﬁ cﬁoh}caoJ edes

QR Code/link to revision website 0 I
Musical journeys: Jazz and blues music - BBC % = P—" ) I’“—QGM C Blues Scale
Bitesize

c Eb F Gb G B C
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