
Music – Learning Journey (all years)



Year 8 – Music – Learning Journey



Key Stage – Music
Intent Implementation Impact

The KS3 Music Curriculum builds 
students’ fundamental 
musicianship skills through the 
study of the Elements of Music. The 
main intent is to develop a love of 
Music through building 
performance confidence, analysis 
of a wide range of genres and 
contexts, and developing 
composition skills. This prepares 
students for GCSE & A-Level.

The KS3 Music Curriculum is 
delivered through a spiral approach 
where skills are revisited and 
extended each year. Students will 
follow a structured program of one 
topic per term where they will 
explore the Elements of Music, solo 
and ensemble performance tasks, 
genre-based projects, and guided 
composition activities. Lessons 
include interleaving and retrieval 
practice to reinforce knowledge. 
Students work individually and 
collaboratively through ensemble 
work to develop resilience, 
creativity and confidence.

Students will have develop key skills 
of performance, composition and 
analysis across a wide range of 
genres and styles. They will be 
skilled performers on their 
instrument with ensemble skills, an 
understanding of cultural capital 
and music’s impact on audiences. 
They will be able to apply these 
skills by taking part in ensembles 
within and beyond school, including 
orchestra, band, senior choir and 
school productions. Students will 
also be able to produce effective 
compositions using their gained 
knowledge of the Elements of Music 
and devices. Pupils will be able to 
use their skills to explore their 
creativity and recognise their 
personal strengths as musicians.

Assessment
Teachers will use ongoing formative feedback to support understanding through the topics. Teachers will use criteria and formative 
assessment to check progress against the expected progress statements as outlined on the progress pages. Each unit includes 
regular opportunities for performance and feedback to support student improvement and skill development. At the end of each unit, 
students complete a summative performance assessment, which is also supported by teacher feedback to guide future progress 
and preparation for GCSE.

Music 
Curriculum 
overview – Key 
Stage 3



Year 8 Music Progress Pages – Autumn Term – The Blues









Year 8 Music Progress Pages – Spring Term  – Rock & Pop



Key term Definition

Riff A repeated pattern.

Hook The 'catchy' part of the 
son.

Conjunct Moving by step.

Homophonic The layers of melody 
and chords.

Syllabic Each syllable has a 
note/sound of its own.

Year 8 Rock and Pop Performance  

QR Code/link to revision website
Rock - Popular music styles - National 5 
Music Revision - BBC Bitesize

Powerful Knowledge 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9


Year 8 Music Progress Pages – Summer Term – Indian Music





Year 8 Music Progress Pages – Autumn, Spring & Summer Term – Composition 
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