
Music – Learning Journey (all 
years) 



Year 9 – Music – Learning 
Journey



Key Stage – Music
Intent Implementation Impact

The KS3 Music Curriculum builds 
students’ fundamental 
musicianship skills through the 
study of the Elements of Music. 
The main intent is to develop a 
love of Music through building 
performance confidence, 
analysis of a wide range of 
genres and contexts, and 
developing composition skills. 
This prepares students for GCSE 
& A-Level.

The KS3 Music Curriculum is 
delivered through a spiral 
approach where skills are 
revisited and extended each 
year. Students will follow a 
structured program of one topic 
per term where they will explore 
the Elements of Music, solo and 
ensemble performance tasks, 
genre-based projects, and 
guided composition activities. 
Lessons include interleaving and 
retrieval practice to reinforce 
knowledge. Students work 
individually and collaboratively 
through ensemble work to 
develop resilience, creativity and 
confidence.

Students will have develop key 
skills of performance, 
composition and analysis across 
a wide range of genres and 
styles. They will be skilled 
performers on their instrument 
with ensemble skills, an 
understanding of cultural capital 
and music’s impact on 
audiences. They will be able to 
apply these skills by taking part 
in ensembles within and beyond 
school, including orchestra, 
band, senior choir and school 
productions. Students will also 
be able to produce effective 
compositions using their gained 
knowledge of the Elements of 
Music and devices. Pupils will be 
able to use their skills to explore 
their creativity and recognise 
their personal strengths as 
musicians.

Assessment
Teachers will use ongoing formative feedback to support understanding through the topics. Teachers will use criteria and 
formative assessment to check progress against the expected progress statements as outlined on the progress pages. 
Each unit includes regular opportunities for performance and feedback to support student improvement and skill 
development. At the end of each unit, students complete a summative performance assessment, which is also supported 
by teacher feedback to guide future progress and preparation for GCSE.

Music 
Curriculum 
overview – Key 
Stage 3 



Year 9 Music Progress Pages  – Autumn Term – 
Minimalism







Key term Definition

Cell- Motif Short pattern 
(melody or 
rhythm)

Layering Different 
patterns played 
at the same 
time.

Broken 
chords 

Chords with 
the notes 
separated out.

Ostinato A repeated 
pattern.

Gamelan
Indonesian 
Orchestra that 
uses minimalist 
techniques.

Year 9 Minimalism Performance 

QR Code/link to revision 
website
Minimalist - Musical periods an
d styles - National 5 Music Revis
ion - BBC Bitesize

Powerful 
Knowledge 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw3nrwx/revision/5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw3nrwx/revision/5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw3nrwx/revision/5


Year 9 Music Progress Pages  – Spring Term  – 
Leitmotif



Key term Definition

Leitmotif A recurrent theme 
associated with a 
person, idea, or 
situation.

Hit-Point A spot when a sound 
is intended to sync 
with a specific 
action. 

Non-Diegetic A sound that is only 
heard by the 
audience e.g. 
orchestral music.

Diegetic A sound that 
comes from the 
setting of the film 
(e.g. phone 
ringing.)

Dissonance Notes that clash 
and make a harsh 
sound. 

Year 9 Leitmotif Performance  

QR Code/link to revision website
Composing music for film - KS3 Musi
c - BBC Bitesize

Powerful 
Knowledge 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7bphbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7bphbk


Year 9 Music Progress Pages – Summer Term – Four 
Chord Song



Key term Definition

Progression A repeating pattern 
of 2 or more chords.

Triad 3 notes played at the 
same time to form a 
chord

Strum 
Pattern

The rhythm used to 
play the strings of a 
guitar.

Backbeat Emphasis of beat 
2 and 4 in 4/4 
time.

Sus4 Chord When you play the 
4th note of the 
scale rather than 
the 3rd in a chord.

Year 9 Four Chord Song – Knowledge Organiser 

QR Code/link to revision website
Rock - Popular music styles - National
 5 Music Revision - BBC Bitesize

Powerful 
Knowledge 

Sus4 
Chord 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3q47p3/revision/9


Year 9 Music Progress Pages –  Autumn, Spring & Summer Term – 
Composition 



Key term Definition

Retrograde A pattern backwards.

Inversion. When the notes are flipped the 
opposite way.

Diminution. When the note values are 
halved.

Augmentation
.

When the note values are 
doubled.

Note addition. When notes are added to the 
melody. 

Knowledge Organiser - Year 9 – Minimalism Composition

Powerful knowledge
Note Values 

Composition Skills
Expected standard
 I can set up a score
 I can input rhythms
 I can input pitches
 I can compose a melody
 I can compose an accompaniment
Greater Depth 
 I can input expressive markings such 

as dynamics
  I can use compositional devices
  I can creatively extend my 

composition using the elements

QR Code/link to revision website
Minimalist - Musical periods and styles - Na
tional 5 Music Revision - BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw3nrwx/revision/5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw3nrwx/revision/5

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13

