
English Knowledge Organiser Year 9 Noughts and Crosses Summer 1
Key term Definition
Discrimination Treating someone unfairly 

because of their race, gender, or 
background.

Inequality When people are not treated the 
same or don’t have the same 
rights or opportunities.

Prejudice Judging someone without 
knowing them, often based on 
stereotypes.

Segregation Keeping groups of people apart, 
especially by race.

Dual Narrative A story told from two 
perspectives. 

Apartheid A system of laws in South Africa 
that kept people of different 
races separate and gave more 
rights to white people.

Betrayal When someone breaks trust or 
goes against someone. 

Identity  How someone sees themselves 
and how others see them.

Privilege Having advantages that others 
don’t, often without realising it.

Wider 
Reading:

Crosses: 

Callum 
McGregor 

Sephy Hadley  
(Persephone)

Jude McGregor 
(Callum’s brother) 

Lynette McGregor 
(Callum’s sister) 

Meggie McGregor 
(Callum’s mother)

Ryan McGregor 
(Callum’s father) 

Jasmine Hadley 
(Sephy’s mother)

Minerva Hadley 
(Sephy’s sister) 

Noughts: 

Kamal Hadley 
(Sephy’s father 
–Deputy Prime 
Minister)

About the author: 
Malorie Blackman was the Children’s Laureate from  2013 to 2015. 
Blackman’s motivation for writing Noughts and Crosses: ‘I wanted to 
turn society as we know it on its head in my story, with new names for 
the major divisions in society. I wanted to see this new world through 
the eyes of the main two characters, Callum (a nought) and Sephy (a 
Cross). Race and racism are emotive issues that most people are loathe 
to discuss, but I think they should be discussed, no matter how painful.’



Tips for analysing a text: 

WHAT  
What is the writer trying to show us? 
What is the precise textual evidence to 
support your ideas? What is implied about a 
character/place/theme? 

HOW 
How does evidence from the text show this? 
How do key words create this idea? 
How do the writer’s methods create 
meaning?
 
WHY 
Why is the writer showing us this now? 
Why might the reader react in a certain 
way? 
Why is this similar or different to other 
moments?
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