
Key term Definition

Group Column going down the 
periodic table

Period Row going across the 
periodic table

Atomic 
Number

The number of protons in 
an element

Atomic Mass The number of protons + 
the number of neutrons 
in an element 

Metals Elements that form 
positive ions in chemical 
reactions

Non-Metal Elements that form 
negative ions in chemical 
reactions

Alkali Metals Elements in group 1

Halogens Elements in group 7

Nobel gas Elements in group 0 

Transition 
Metals

an element in the central 
block of the periodic 
table, between Groups 2 
and 3
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