
Key term Definition

Pressure The force applied 
per unit area. The 
formula for 
calculating pressure 
is: pressure = force / 
area. 

Boyle’s Law For a fixed mass of a 
gas at a constant 
temperature the 
pressure is inversely 
proportional to the 
volume.

Internal 
Energy

The total kinetic and 
potential energy of 
all of the particles 
that make up a 
system.

Specific Heat 
Capacity

The amount of 
energy required to 
raise the 
temperature of 1kg 
of a substance by 
1°C.

Specific Latent 
Heat of Fusion

The amount of 
energy required to 
change the state of 
1kg, with no change 
of temperature, 
from a solid to a 
liquid (or a liquid to 
a solid).
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