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Dear Families,

Mobile Phones and Social Media

Monday 15" June 2026

There has been a great deal of discussion nationally and in the media about the impact of mobile phones and
social media on young people. Increasingly, schools across the UK are taking steps to reduce phone use during
the school day, reflecting growing concerns around distraction, wellbeing and online safety.

At The Marches, we are carefully preparing for our move to becoming a phone-free school. Over recent weeks,
we have been working closely with our Crew groups to explore how this will work in practice and, most
importantly, to explain why we are making this change. We know that for teenagers, understanding the purpose
behind decisions is key to gaining their support and engagement.
Through these discussions, we have focused on the benefits: improved concentration in lessons, stronger
relationships, fewer distractions, and creating a calmer, more positive environment for learning. We are pleased
with how thoughtfully our students have contributed to these conversations, asking questions and sharing their

views as part of the process.

We will continue to communicate clearly with students and families as we move forward, ensuring
that this change supports both academic success and the overall wellbeing of our young people.

Mobile Phone

Free Zone

REMINDERS
& NOTICES

Bronze DofE 2026

Our Year 9 studentshave been
completing their Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze award. They completed the
expedition part of the award in Glyn
Ceiriog.

All teams survived both days hiking

Pride Books 2026

Our library is celebrating Pride with a
vibrant collection of books that highlight
LGBTQ+ voices, stories and history.
From uplifting coming-of-age novels, to
powerful memoirs and informative
non-fiction, these titles offer something
for every reader and help foster
understanding, empathy and inclusion.
Reading different perspectives helps us
build respect and kindness, and the
library is proud to provide a space

Alumni Student Spotlight -

Maddie Griffiths

Maddie studied Psychology,
Sociology and Drama at The
Marches Sixth Form before earning
a First-Class Honours degree in
Paramedic Science from Liverpool
John Moores University. During her
training, she gained experience with
NWAS and across placements
including A&E, maternity and
community care, and completed an
international placement in Canada.

where everyone feels seen and valued.

over 26km, having set up camp,
cooked their own meals, planned a
walking route and they executed it
like prime Bear Grylls. Well done
everyone!

Alongside her studies, she worked
as an Emergency Medical
Responder, building valuable
frontline experience. Now a newly
qualified paramedic with NWAS in
Cheshire West, Maddie describes
the role as challenging but
rewarding and credits The Marches
for helping her gain the confidence
to pursue her career.

Year 9 Social Skills
Our students visited the local town,
practicing budgeting, road safety and
many more experiences in real life.
They were full of confidence.

Year 7 Rounders
Students produced an excellent
performance to secure a well-
deserved 12.5-10 Rounders victory
against Adcote School.

County Champion

Huge congratulations to Tor Hornett in Year 9 who was
1st in the Shropshire Schools Juniors Pentathlon with
2190 points - breaking a record that has stood since
2018.

Tor 's results of 1st High Jump, 1st Shot, 1st Hurdles,
3rd Long Jump and 3rd 800m were amazing.

We are exceptionally proud of you Tor, well done!

FOCUS

UPCOMING EVENTS NEWS

Click here to view our upcoming events. NEWS == Click here to view our latest news articles.
- Events at a glance: =
— Why not also follow us on Facebook
: : : : Friday 19th June — Collaboration Day ——  @MarchesSchool for a wealth of content from
EEEE Friday 26t June — Sports Day | students and staff, along with school

celebrations to competitions. We encourage

Wednesday 13t July — Sponsored Walk ! i ’
you to get interactive with our posts!

Monday 20t July — Alton Towers Reward
Tri
P To hear about news from across the Trust,

Click here to view our term dates. why not also follow @MarchesAcademyTrust.
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